I very much disagree with the idea that the March 1860 action at Kaipopo Pa on Waireka Hill was a ‘fictional triumph’ and a myth, as stated in The New Zealand Wars, or that it was just a camp and was virtually unmanned. I wish more NZ historians had bothered to check the references for this. They certainly don’t bear out those conclusions.

· The militiamen quoted in Morgan Grace’s 1899 book (and quoted again in The New Zealand Wars, Penguin: p. 87) told him things they could not possibly have seen. The pa was on a steep hill above them. So how could they have seen what the occupants were doing, let alone their number? The pa could have been full of people. 

· The pa was not visible to the retreating militiamen when they met Niger’s Naval Brigade, because the sailors had to go through the bush and out into the open before it could be seen. So how could the militiamen have seen what happened next? The quote from the Morgan Grace book is even wrong about the pa being a ‘land title not a fighting pa’. The red flag presented later to the Governor in Auckland, it was obvious for all to see, was a Maori battle flag.

· Staff Assistant Surgeon Morgan Grace was not even in New Zealand when the Waireka-Kaipopo battle occurred. He arrived at Auckland with a detachment of troops in the Nugget nearly three months later on 21 June 1860. He did, however, later serve in Taranaki. Obviously, he did not personally observe the incidents mentioned above although they are presented as if he did. He may (or perhaps may not) have actually observed some of the later incidents he claims to have seen. This is a very strange and tainted source.

· Contemporary accounts show that most of the militiamen were in action for the first time (a key fact not mentioned in The New Zealand Wars) and were under very heavy fire. Since the pa on the hill posed no direct threat, it is hard to credit they were carefully watching the comings and goings there as suggested in The New Zealand Wars. In fact the contemporary accounts do not mention any such surveillance.

· The New Zealand Wars states that only four wounded sailors is further proof that the pa was virtually empty. Yet the Atkinson papers and journal, which are relied on for other quotes, are not quoted in relation to the poor marksmanship of Maori at the Waireka Battle. They were ‘miserable shots’ says Arthur Atkinson candidly (The Richmond Atkinson Papers: Vol 1: p. 560). The brisk action took place at dusk after the pa was accurately attacked by rockets.

· The New Zealand Wars is very unusual by discussing an important battle but excluding the accounts of people who were actually there. Captain Cracroft’s own account, for example, which led to Odger’s VC, is not properly given. Only the opinions of people who were not there are presented. The militiamen reported “talking” to Morgan Grace (although he was not even in New Zealand at the time) obviously couldn’t see anything  The ‘Ngapuhi boys’ and Land Purchase Commissioner Robert Pariss were not there, the Waikatos weren’t there either. Revd. Reimenschneider certainly wasn’t there, nor Revd. Gilbert, and journal writer Atkinson was elsewhere. These opinions are hearsay, legally valueless and certainly not the decisive (p. 87) or conclusive (p. 333) ‘evidence’ promised in the book.

· Some of these references are astonishingly weak. They refer to unnamed people who had heard something. What they heard is not even presented in most cases. What people (who were not at the battle) told other people (who were also not at the battle) is not evidence. It is just gossip.

· Disinformation and anti-military feelings among Maori, the settlers and clergy were part and parcel of the First Taranaki War. The above opinions may just reflect part of those processes, and are not deeply considered in The New Zealand Wars.

· Deputy Adjutant General Carey’s opinion that the battle was exaggerated is included in The New Zealand Wars. But of course, he was not on the battleground either. The book does not discuss the enmity between British Naval and Military commanders. The naval people regarded the senior soldiers almost with loathing. This is just one possible explanation for Robert Carey’s strange opinion.

· The New Zealand Wars quotes from Gilbert’s New Zealand Settlers and Soldiers, or the War in Taranaki, but not in relation to Gilbert’s crucial observations about the pa. Work by 70 Maori on the Pa began on 26 March (Grayling’s The War in Taranaki), and soon had 400 Maori living in it according to Gilbert. Gilbert (p. 104) says there were trenches on the town side, and that the palisade consisted of rails and posts bound with flax and wire. It was ‘not a very formidable affair, but ugly and forbidding enough in its commanding position—especially as a steep hill must be ascended to get at it from the road’. This pa with its trenches and palisade defences obviously was not just ‘a camp’ as suggested in The New Zealand Wars.

· Royal Engineer Colonel Sir James Alexander (1863: 121) says, ‘On examining the ground afterwards, I was particularly struck with the strength of the position of the pah, and the easy manner of retreat in the rear’. This quote is not included in The New Zealand Wars.

· No eyewitness accounts of the attack on the Kaipopo pa are given in The New Zealand Wars although I am aware of several. None of them support the general conclusions on Kaipopo presented in The New Zealand Wars. Nor do they generally support the various people, not present at the action, whose opinions are presented therein. 

· The New Zealand Wars does not reveal the strict procedures for awarding a Victoria Cross. These regulations stated the medal could be conferred, ‘but never without conclusive proofs of the performance of the act of bravery for which the claim is made’. Captain Cracroft’s career, along with careers of those in the upward chain of command that signed-off on the medal claim, would have been wrecked if the story was untrue. It seems hard to credit that all these senior naval officers would have taken any sort of risk when there was no possible gain for them.

· The horrible truth is that the action at Kaipopo Pa probably took place precisely as is quietly stated in Captain Cracroft’s modest original report.

